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Climate change
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Energy security
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Japan's energy mix
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Japan's nuclear energy policy
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Global uranium resources and production
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Australia's uranium deposits



Australia's uranium resources
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Resources versus production

11%

22%

12%

16%

24%

21%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Canada Kazakhstan Australia

Resources

Production

Reasonably Assured Resources versus Uranium 
Production (2007)

Production     
gap

Niger
11%

Canada
36%

Australia
36%

Uzbekistan
2%

Kazakhstan
1% Other

1%United States
2%

Namibia
11%

Countries of origin of Japanese uranium  
imports (2005)



Outline of presentation
• The importance of uranium
• Japan's energy mix and nuclear energy policy
• Uranium resources and production in Australia
• Division of power - federalism in Australia
• Uranium policy in Australia
• Uranium regulation in Australia
• Conclusion



Division of legislative power in Japan
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Division of legislative power in Australia
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Uranium policy - Federal
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Uranium policy - States/Territory

Pressure on Queensland government to allow 
uranium mining.

NoYesQueensland

Uranium mine operating at Ranger.YesYesNorthern Territory

Uranium mines operating at Olympic Dam and 
Beverly.  Honeymoon mine to begin operation 
in 2009.

YesYesSouth Australia

New Liberal coalition government to allow 
uranium mining.

No Yes   
(September 2008)

YesWestern Australia

CommentsMiningExplorationJurisdiction
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Uranium regulation in South Australia
Commonwealth 

Legislation
State LegislationCommonwealth Regulator State Regulator

EPBC Act 1999 (Cth)

Atomic Energy Act 1953 (Cth)

Native Title Act 1993 (Cth)

Commonwealth Radioactive 
Waste Management Act 2005 

(Cth)

Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
(Safeguards) Act 1987 (Cth)

Customs Act 1901 (Cth)

Dept of the Environment, 
Water, Heritage & the Arts

Dept of Resources, Energy & 
Tourism

Attorney-General

Dept of Resources, Energy & 
Tourism

National Native Title Tribunal

Dept Foreign Affairs & Trade

Environmental Protection Act 
1993 (SA)

Roxby Downs (Indenture 
Rectification) Act 1982 (SA)

Dangerous Substances Act 1979 
(SA)

Water Resources Act 1997 (SA)

Mining Act 1971 (SA)

Natural Resources Management 
Act 2004 (SA)

Native Vegetation Act 1991 (SA)

Development Act 1993 (SA)

Department of Environment 
and Heritage

Urban Development and 
Planning

Industrial Relations Tribunal

Minerals and Energy 
Resources

Minerals and Energy 
Resources

Industrial Relations Tribunal

Department of Environment 
and Heritage

Occupational Health, Safety and 
Welfare Act 1986 (SA)

Radiation Protection and Control 
Act 1982 (SA)

Nuclear Waste Storage Facility 
(Prohibition) Act 2000

Mines and Works Inspection Act 
1920 (SA)

Applicant

OH&S

Environmental impact 
statement

Mining management plan

Mining lease

Native title

Installation permit            
(facility licence)

Radiation licence

Waste management licence

Transport and export licence

Australian Radiation Protection 
and Nuclear Safety Act 1998 

(Cth) 



Uranium regulation in Northern Territory
Commonwealth 

Legislation
Territory LegislationCommonwealth Regulator Territory Regulator

EPBC Act 1999 (Cth)

Environmental Protection 
(ARR) Act 1978 (Cth)

Atomic Energy Act 1953 (Cth)

Northern Territory Mining Act 
1980 (Cth)

Native Title Act 1993 (Cth)

Aboriginal Land Rights 
(Northern Territory Act 2005 

(Cth)

Commonwealth Radioactive 
Waste Management Act 2005 

(Cth)

Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
(Safeguards) Act 1987 (Cth) 

Customs Act 1901 (Cth)

Dept of the Environment, 
Water, Heritage & the Arts

Dept of Resources, Energy & 
Tourism

Attorney-General

Dept of Resources, Energy & 
Tourism

Minister for Mining

National Native Title Tribunal

Dept of Families, Housing, 
Community Services & 

Indigenous Affairs

Dept Foreign Affairs & Trade

Environmental Assessment Act 
1982 (NT)

Radioactive ores and 
concentrates (Packaging and 

Transport) Act (NT)

Mining Management Act 2001 
(NT)

Mining Management Act 2001 
(NT)

Nuclear Waste Transport 
Storage and Disposal 

Prohibition Act 2004 (NT)

Mining Act 1980 (NT)

Northern Territory Aboriginal 
Sacred Sites Act 1989 (NT)

Radiation Protection Act 2004 
(NT)

Dept of Natural Resources, 
Environment & Arts

Dept of Primary Industries, 
Fisheries & Mines

Dept of Employment, 
Education and Training

Dept of Primary Industries, 
Fisheries & Mines

Aboriginal Areas Protection 
Authority

Dept of Health and Community 
Services

Dept of Natural Resources, 
Environment & Arts

Applicant

Environmental impact 
statement

Mining management plan

Mining lease

Installation permit

Radiation licence

Waste management licence

Transport and export licence

OH&S

Native title

Australian Radiation Protection 
and Nuclear Safety Act 1998 

(Cth) 
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Potential federal takeover of uranium regulation

• Contentious takeover (under Howard government)
• Corporations power (s 51(xx))

• "Foreign corporations, and trading or financial corporations 
formed within the limits of the Commonwealth."

• eg Work Choices legislation

• External affairs power (s 51(xxix)) and incidental power   
(s 51(xxxix))



Potential federal takeover of uranium regulation

• Amicable takeover (under Labor government?)
• Referral of State legislative power to the Commonwealth 

(s 51(xxxvii))
• eg Corporations Act 2001 (Cth)




